
BANTY 

JONES 
PARK



WHO ARE WE?
o Bekki Fox

Å Oversee the Community Development 

Department, CDBG Program & 

Rome/Floyd Land Bank Authority 

Å Develop & implement CDBG -funded 

activities

Å Neighborhood revitalization

o Molly Majestic
Å Manage Housing Program & 

Homelessness Initiative and served as 

CDBG Coordinator

Å Served as Choice Neighborhood 

Planning & Special Projects Manager at 

Northwest Georgia Housing Authority 



PARK 
HISTORY



WHAT IS BANTY JONES PARK?
ÅBuilt in 1970 along Maple Ave. & 

Crane St. 

ÅOriginally named Crane Street Park

ÅCentral to a residential area & 
adjacent to public housing - owned by Northwest 
Georgia Housing Authority

ÅOperated through a partnership between the City of 
Rome & Floyd County by the Rome -Floyd Parks and 
Recreation Department











WHY IS IT CALLED BANTY 
JONES PARK?
ÅSits on site of a former Shell gas 
station opened by Charles òBantyó 
Jones in December 1940

ÅStation was torn down after Banty 
died in 1970 to make way for park

ÅRenamed Banty Jones Park in 2008 
to honor him



WHO WAS BANTY JONES?

Political 
Activist

Friend & 

Mentor

Business-
man

Political 
Activist

Established the 
òSchool Safety 

Patrol for Black 

Boysó in 1948 

after visiting 

with Governor 
Talmadge

First African 
American to 

open a gas 

station in Rome

Helped African 
Americans 

register to vote

Held political 

events at his 
station



PARK 
ISSUES



HOW 

DID THE 

PARK 

GET ON 

OUR 
RADAR?

Northwest Georgia Housing Authority & 
City of Rome awarded Choice 

Neighborhood Planning Grant in 2019

Transformation Plan for East 
Rome Crossing

Residents expressed concerns & 
issues with park



Held visioning sessions during planning 

process

Interviewed approximately 175 residents

Identified Banty Jones Park as asset & 

concern

Over 60% of residents surveyed said they 

did not use the park



PARK ISSUES

No handicap accessibility

Drug use & crime

Outdated facilities & elements

No play equipment for younger children



PARK NEEDS
Toddler & youth playground areas

Enhanced security

Splashpad

More seating

Shade structures

Improved parking

Walking path



Decided Banty Jones Park would 
be an early action activity

Hired TSW Design Firm to incorporate 
needs & wants into park design

Hired Headley Construction to do 
park construction

Realized extra funding was 
needed to make this a reality

WHAT 

WERE 

OUR 

NEXT 
STEPS?



PARK 

UPGRADES 

& DESIGN



PLANNED UPGRADES
Å Splashpad with ground jets

Å Entrance plaza with signage

Å Toddler & youth playground areas

Å Pavilion with picnic area

Å Open -air amphitheater

Å Shade structures

Å Restroom facility with multiple stalls

Å Increased lighting & security

Å Paved walking path with benches



DESIRED OUTCOMES
Å Inclusive facilities & elements - ADA compliance

Å Improved health & wellness

Å Increased resident satisfaction

Å Reduced crime & police reports

Å Increased documented park visits

Å Increased outdoor activity

Å Catalyst for neighborhood investment















PARK 
FUNDING



WHAT IS THE BUDGET? 

EXPENDITURES AMOUNT
Design Services $380,960

Furnishings $106,483

Construction $4,985,988

GeoHydro $10,430

Georgia Power $27,600

Total $5,511,461



HOW IS IT FUNDED?

FUNDING SOURCE AMOUNT
CDBG funds - HUD $1,052,495

ARPA funds- City of Rome $600,000

Revolving Loan funds - DCA $477,000

Choice Neighborhood funds - HUD $900,000

Improving Neighborhood grant - GA $2,200,000

Capital funds - City of Rome $295,555

Total $5,525,050



PARK 
PROGRESS



Construction began December 2024




