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ROME’S WHY
Founded at the confluence of three rivers, Rome's history has always been connected to natural systems.

Photo Location: Rome-Floyd ECO Center 
Wetlands Demonstration Area

Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



ROME’S WHY

Rome’s rivers, trail systems, tree canopy, and outdoor recreation assets are not separate from 
the city’s infrastructure—they are foundational to it.

The region’s waterways support:

• ecological biodiversity
• recreation
• tourism
• community character, and watershed health

The City of Rome was founded in 1834, for its rich waterways and commerce. Rome was 
strategically estabished at the confluence of the Etowah, Oostanaula, and Coosa Rivers. 

Because Rome sits at the confluence of three 
rivers, every planning decision ultimately 
becomes a watershed decision.

Photo credit Georgia’s Rome Tourism website.



The rivers that define Rome are part of one of the most ecologically significant freshwater systems 
in the Southeastern United States.

The Coosa River Basin is recognized as a 
biodiversity hotspot and supports:

• Native fish species
• Freshwater mussels
• Aquatic insects
• Amphibians
• Reptiles
• Migratory birds
• Pollinator habitats
• Riparian forests

Many species found within the basin occur nowhere else in the world.

Photo credit: Georgia Rivers

Learn more about the Riverways 

ROME’S WHY
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TERMINOLOGY & KEY CONCEPTS

Photo Location: Rome-Floyd ECO Center 
Wetlands Demonstration Area

Photo credit: Hannah Bagley

Understanding the concepts that shape sustainable growth and 
development



TERMINOLOGY & KEY CONCEPTS - WATERSHED

Every drop.

Every decision.

Every tree.

Protects our 
natural 
resources. 



TERMINOLOGY & KEY CONCEPTS - WILDLIFE OF THE CRB



TERMINOLOGY & KEY CONCEPTS - NATIVE TREES OF NWGA



TERMINOLOGY & KEY CONCEPTS - PERVIOUS VS. IMPERVIOUS



TERMINOLOGY & KEY CONCEPTS - TREES & INFRASTRUCTURE
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THE DUAL-NETWORK APPROACH
Balancing Hard Engineering Capabilities with Natural Utility Performance

Photo Location: Unity Point
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



THE DUAL-NETWORK APPROACH



THE DUAL-NETWORK APPROACH

deeproot 
study
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TREES AS INFRASTRUCTURE
Stormwater management, cooling, walkability, and long-term value

Photo Location: Downtown Broad Street
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



TREES AS INFRASTRUCTURE



TREES AS INFRASTRUCTURE



TREES AS INFRASTRUCTURE
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LEGACY & LEADERSHIP
The Human Capital and Innovative Thinking Driving Our Living Utility

Photo Location: Downtown Rome
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



LEGACY & LEADERSHIP
• 36 Years as a Tree City USA: Proudly 

recognized by the Arbor Day 
Foundation since 1990.

• Active State Partnership: Core 
member of the Georgia Tree 
Council, unlocking technical 
forestry grants and planning 
assistance.

• Community-Led Governance: The 
Rome Tree Board meets bi-monthly 
at the Rome-Floyd ECO Center to 
oversee public right-of-ways.

• The Living Legacy: Transition of our 
historic Memorial Arboretum to the 
scenic Mount Berry Trail, expanding 
public green space



Terry Paige, Former Municipal Arborist

Chris Jenkins, City of Rome Public Works Division Director

Chad Hampton, City of Rome Street Department Director

LEGACY & LEADERSHIP



LEGACY & LEADERSHIP

Ernest Watson

John Hendrickson

City Street Department Director
SA Certitfied
20 Years 

City Municipal Arborist
ISA Certitfied/ TRAQ Certified
25 Years

John Hendrickson
Tree Board Chairman
Retired Forester of 
40 years

Seth Hawkins
Georgia Forestry Commission
Urban & Communtiy Forest 
Coordinator
ISA Certitfied/ TRAQ Certified
11 Years

Chad Hampton

ISA Certified Arborist (International Society of Arboriculture):

• Core focus: Scientific tree health and structural pruning standards.

• Active guidance: Matching the correct species to local soil profiles 
and spacing.

TRAQ Certification (Tree Risk Assessment Qualification):

• Core focus: Active hazard identification and liability mitigation.

• Municipal protection: Standardized risk-rating to protect citizens, 
roads, and power lines.

over 90 years of experince
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PLANNING FOR RESILIENCE
Integrating green infrastructure into master plans and development

Photo Location: ....................................
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



PLANNING FOR RESILIENCE SUCCESS and CHALLENGES
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TRAILS, GREENWAYS & 
COMMUNTIY CONNECTIVITY

How outdoor recreation strengthens quality of life and economic growth

Photo Location: ....................................
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



TRAILS, GREENWAYS & COMMUNITY 

CONNECTIVITY

• Increase quality of life
• Improve pedestrian connectivity to 

downtown and the larger Rome 
community

• Improve downtown activity
• Increased health benefits, including 

mental health



TRAILS, GREENWAYS & COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY



Explore Georgia 2024 Spending and 
Economic Impact: Floyd County

• $149.9 Million total visitor spending
• 2.4% - share of jobs directly sustained 

by visitor spending in the County
• Visitors generated $12.2 million in state 

and local taxes
• $19.2 of the $149.9 million spent on 

recreation
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COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS
Understanding the Long-Term Economic, Environmental, and Community 

Value of Green Infrastructure

Photo Location: ....................................
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS
Systematic process used to compare 
the total expected costs of a project 
against the expected benefits. 



ADD INFO FROM SETH’S 
TREE BOARD 
DISCUSSION

LINKS TO THE STUDIES
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IMPORTANCE OF GOOD 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING

Building Communities That Function Better, Last Longer, and Adapt More 
Successfully

Photo Location: ....................................
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



• Improve the aesthetic appearace of 
downtown

• Attract private investment
• Improve accessibility and 

pedestrian connectivity
• Increase local dollars spent in the 

community
• Increased dollars downtown 

creates opportunity for more jobs
• Better quality of life
• Connect downtown to larger 

community
• Create shade, especially during 

warmer months
• Reduce heat islands

IMPORTANCE OF GOOD IINFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING



IMPORTANCE OF GOOD INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING
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CONSEQUENCES OF POOR 
PLANNING

How Short-Term Decisions Create Long-Term Infrastructure Challenges

Photo Location: ....................................
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



CONSEQUENCES OF POOR PLANNING



• Economic costs
⚬ businesses closing, higher 

vacancy rate, loss of jobs
• Public Health Issues
• Reduced Quality of Life

⚬ Enviornmental damage
⚬ Increased flooding
⚬ Urban Heat Island Effect
⚬ Biodiversity Loss
⚬ Poor Air Quality and Water 

Quality
⚬ Higher Health Risks
⚬ Reduced Mental Well-Being

• Higher Infrastructure Costs
• Greater Disaster Losses
• Lower Property and Investment 

Appeal
• Reduced Community Cohesion

CONSEQUENCES OF POOR PLANNING
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Funding the Future
Grants, partnerships, phased implementation, and building communtiy capacity

Photo Location: ....................................
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



FUNDING THE FUTURE

Deadline
Reason
Eligible

Attinable
Match



FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Trail/Recreation/Connectivity Projects
• Perrow Park Redevelopment Project: 

$1,000,000 (Jasper)

• Goodyear Trail: $200,000 

(Cedartown)

• Walker Rocks Trail Remediation: 

$200,000 (Walker County)

• Pentz & Cuyler Street Corridor 

Improvement Project: $2,000,000 

(Dalton)

• John Ross Commons Playground: 

$387,000 (Rossville)



Section 12

LOOKING AHEAD
Building resilient communities through long-term stewardship and planning

Photo Location: ....................................
Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



PROTECTED AREAS

Conservation Efforts

GLOBAL INITIATIVESSUSTAINABLE TOURISM

Rimberio

www.reallygreatsite.com



Conclusion

www.reallygreatsite.com



In Rome, green infrastructure is not simply about 
beautification — it is about protecting our waterways, 
strengthening resilience, preserving our community 
forest, and investing in the long-term health of the 
places we call home.

hbagley@romega.us  I  sbishop@romega.us

romega.us

706.236.4456   I    706.236.5025

romega.us

THANK YOU FOR ATTENTION
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