ROOTED IN
GOLLABORATION

The Living Infrastructure Framework: Managing Canopies, Ordinances, and
Operations for Resilient Communities
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PRESENTATION ROADMAP

Rome’s Why

« Founded at the confluence of three rivers, Rome’s history has
always been connected to natural systems.

Terminology & Key Concepts

 Understanding the concepts that shape sustainable growth and
development

The Dual-Network Approach

* Balancing Hard Engineering Capabilities with Natural Utility
Performance

Trees as Infrastructure

« Stormwater management, cooling, walkability, and long-term
value

Legacy & Leadership

« The Human Capital and Innovative Thinking Driving Our Living
Utility

Trails, Greenways & Communtiy Connectivity

* How outdoor recreation strengthens quality of life and economic
growth

Cost Benefit Analysis

 Understanding the Long-Term Economic, Environmental, and
Community Value of Green Infrastructure

Importance of Good Infrastructure Planning

* Building Communities That Function Better, Last Longer, and Adapt
More Successfully

Consequences of Poor Planning

« How Short-Term Decisions Create Long-Term Infrastructure
Challenges

Funding the Future & Looking Ahead

* Grants, partnerships, phased implementation, and building
communtiy capacity

KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL AFFILIATE
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ROME'S WHY

Founded at the confluence of three rivers, Rome's history has always been connected to natural systems.

o - ', ' Photo Location: Rome-Floyd ECO Center




ROME'S WHY

- The City of Rome was founded in 1834, for its rich waterways and commerce. Romewas -~ -

. . . strategically estabished at the confluence of the Etowah, Oostanaula, and Coosa Rivers. @ . .. ..

Rome’s rivers, trail systems, tree canopy, and outdoor recreation assets are not separate from
the city’s infrastructure—they are foundational to it.

The region’s waterways support:

ecological biodiversity

recreation

tourism

community character, and watershed health

Because Rome sits at the confluence of three
rivers, every planning decision ultimately
becomes a watershed decision.

@ KEEP ROME-FLOYD r Q‘ ".
s BEAUTIFUL. R@QME o228
GCEQRGIA  ROME
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ROME'S WHY

The rivers that define Rome are part of one of the most ecologically significant freshwater systems
in the Southeastern United States.

The Coosa River Basin is recognized as a
biodiversity hotspot and supports:

 Native fish species
 Freshwater mussels
 Aquatic insects

« Amphibians

* Reptiles
 Migratory birds

* Pollinator habitats
 Riparian forests

Many species found within the basin occur nowhere else in the world.
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TERMINOLOGY & KEY CONGEPTS

Understanding the concepts that shape sustainable growth and
development
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..... - R ' | Photo Location: Rome-Floyd ECO Center

«é!.-"{*.lﬂ_ Wetlands Demonstration Area

:"E? . Photo credit: Hannah Bagley




TERMINOLOGY & KEY GONGEPTS - WATERSHED

OUR WATERSHED:
FLOYD COUNTY, GEORGIA

The ecological diversity of the Coosa River Basin is
preserved and refined asuper-dalled arotandzosnswattes,
how Inarnnde-mamorsacs watershed boundaris, large;
ecological. diversily, mairirinterated panel of macro-
photograpy and data visualization, detailed photos cloan,
the Coosa River Basins, ase annotated and Its anawver
coanility hises from the germsoricis-u pnctes.
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Rome’s Natural Heritage

Cleon Water « Floyd's River Roorts
Elown Water « Cooler treed community
- Bown Water - Oostanaula River
- WildIlVfe Habltat - Armanaulo
Narious native fish of specles - Cooler treed community
Fish of mussel specles - WeorHeritage
Mussel species

Every drop.
Every decision.
Every tree.
Protects our

natural
resources.



TERMINOLOGY & KEY CONGEPTS - WILDLIFE OF THE CRB

i-cooskoarter W) ENDEMIC SPECIES OF THE COOSA RIVER BASIN (2 coostcRAwFsHgs

(Etheostoma coosae) (Cambarus coosae)
S A Showcase of Aquatic Wildlife Found Nowhere Else on Earth O\
The Upper Coosa Basin: A Global Biodiversity Hotspot . B

HEADWATER .
> @ RiFrLe g (&) HEADWATER RIFFLE HABITATITS

= e -
HABITAT: Clean, rocky shoals and rifiles. ¢ e . S v, 4 : \
THREATS: Siltalion, habitat fragmentation. R < — | o 1" TR _ ’ found beneath rocks.
KEY FEATURE: Vibrant breeding colors. S —— - b ) :. THREATS: Sedimentation, flow alteration.

4. PAINTED ROCKSNAIL |

(Leptoxis coosaensis)

HABITAT: Cold, clear spring runs and pools. S 4 » & P - S IR /gravel.
THREATS: Ground water decline, pollution. wgmeali RS /& S A THREATS: Excess sedimentation, flow changes.
STATUS: Federally Endangered. 350 Do % - KEY FEATURE: Pronounced, deep ridges.

umsTrare T R e K (6. COOSAMOCCASINSHELL
MIX [T , (Medionidus parvulus)

lllustrative — e
eographically correct

Tt les goundary to emphaisze  SUBSTRATE
the Rower’s distness. MIX tributarally corroct

- ’ ~.... - ,': Z : ;
HABITATE i FoeHy Sl el s KEY ENDEMIC GROUPS: 9 FISH SPECIES, 82 SNAIL SPECIES (Historic), 11 MUSSEL SPECIES HABITAT: Rivr sandbars and gravel beds.

THREATS: Habitat loss, sedimentation, and ... OVER 30 CURRENTLY KNOWN ENDEMIC AQUAT'C SPECIES THREATS: Water contaminalion, sedimenlalion.

KEY FEATURE: Federally Threatened. CONSERVATION URGENCY: The largest sstinction event in modern times occurred in this basin. STATUS: Federally Threatened.
: Prolecting remaining endemics is cruclal.




TERMINOLOGY & KEY GONCEPTS - NATIVE TREES OF NWGA

KEY TERMS & CONCEPTS i 7 \ ECOSYSTEM BENEFITS

éﬁ@ NATIVE SPECIES ; Zorc @ EROSION CONTROL: 2/\\ © STORMWATER HELP:
: "k ) ol & - ‘l : e o e =1 | = | prreew |\ N ROOT SYSTEMS DRIl Intorcepts —750 GU\L/yr
3-GENIMIe Das ! : 2y ro Mg I SURS_ & RREIR € i Anchor soil, stahilize NN \ ' EVERG EEN
-9- ] L ¢ | T £ £y s et oo o >4 Canopy Intercppts ~4,000 GAL/yr!
Plants that evolved naturally in the region over | / > E it A R NG eintnollloes Infilration - vis | Fiiters pollninsis, reduces iunoft,
thousonds of yesrs, forming vital relationships. PEEYC : \ N rechamlno woundwmer

/ Surface ﬂow

Inﬁﬂ'ualion

AMERICAN SYCAMORE Ao Eﬁgﬁfgﬁﬂﬂmtam

Platanus occidenlalie é* s B x.,, higher flooding, witdiife.

A community of living organisms and their N\ , LOCATION: Riverbanks, fioodplains.
cnvitonment, interacting as 8 Sysiem. 5 . Dy 8 3 VALUE:  Large scale, shads,

eraslon control.
3. RIPARIAN ZONE

The interface bmw{mnI lf&nd anda | “Cgo | WHITE OAK
river or stream, critical for wator : 4 g -
quality and habltat. : Yl Quertdsis Q

LY Ve )) D LOCATION: Upland forests.
4. WATERSHED E e L4 VALUE:  Keystone species, vital

An gres of land where all water ; < P for wildfife (mast), wood. WITHOUT NATIVE TREES: 1 ,.' ‘e WITH NATIVE TREES:

draing t ommon point, ik | . - Sy . ~ £
u{g C%og: igive]r. G0 POHILIKE 5 - Erosion, poor water qualiy, - e 4 Stability, clean wates, reduced

/,

higher fiooding, reduced wildlife. — E = 77 flooding, thriving ecosystem.
. EASTERN HEMLOCK :
24| Tsuga canadensis &
LOCATION: Coal, moist streams.

VALUE: Unique habitat, vulnerable
to pests, shades sireams.

@ WILDLIFE HABITAT:

RIVER BIRCH

Betula nigro

LOCATION: Water's edgo.

S 3 : B R 2 ¥V VALUE: Fast growth, excellent for o . —
! ' , i . = . FILTERED SHADE & CLEAN AIR RECREATION &
ﬁﬁﬁ,‘fﬁiﬁ?}f,ﬁm‘:'f,ﬁff{ﬂc’{é’ ?éajgi}'nﬁ’g?,ﬁf f(Lecl (g]A"gss), : . Ranfc stabifly, provides corer Food, shelter, breeding sites, corridors. : WATER COOLING AESTHETICS




TERMINOLOGY & KEY CONCGEPTS - PERVIOUS VS. IMPERVIOUS

Vi PERVIOUS SURFACES

(Allow water to pass through)

NATURAL
SOIL & GRASS

Soil Pores *
Air Voids %

PERVIOUS |
PAVERS Roots

v gy 4o N

IMPERVIOUS SURFACES ! I

(Do not allow water to pass through) Jidly
P ' ASPHALT &
-5 pARmAhYGED LoTS CONCRETE ROADS

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS

\\\\\\\

High Surface
l I Runoff

D
: 5 0 o LIMITED ==
A . 80-90% 5 10% - NATIVE VEGETATION INFILTRATION \\“ COMBINED SEWER
~INFILTRATION ~ RUNOFF . . ROOT SYSTEMS Less than 10% Pollutant Load
. \
g’:cnh;rfgee’ Aquifer IMPACT OF SURFACE TYPE 70-90%
Replenishment Good @  Water Table Recharge @ Bad RUNOFF
Filter Pollutants — Good @ Water Quality © High — ;
Lo_w O Flood Risk - 4'3 Bad 1 0 70




TERMINOLOGY & KEY GONGEPTS - TREES & INFRASTRUCGTURE

LEAF CANOPY ilde ., . BRANCHES & TWIGS ~ STEM/TRUNK TEMECE STURE SECNC TGN
SHADE & COOLING R e SEECN 5.2 ./ WIND MITIAGTION CARBON SEQUESTRATION \ B
Reduces peak stormwaler flow e g NPT /.. Reduces wind speed near & STORAGE . — Oomunet |

PRECIPITATION INTERCEPTION T - Ae £ buildings
Reduces peak stormwaler flov/ C 5 Ry S RS DRIPLINE

o S i S W WP o MG AT S ; B~ & i PHYSICAL BARRIER %
ROOT CROWN/FLARE L R e S TSN o T R R e & DISEASE RESISTANCE
ORXB 4 . o W & : B S SR L/ ol T N @ ® W o0 oo
BASE STABILIZATION & S BT L AN 7T S AT IR STEM/TRUNK TIARE o)

STRESS DISTRIBUTION T s -~ L T N\ ' STORMVIATER FLOW
| & o 8. mabem ¢ AN/ D R gAsRT%%NAgEOUESTB”'ON MITIGATION COMPARISON

s Gpaa Sout
BARK

— Dol boo
— Mol bee
PHYSICAL BARRIER & .
DISEASE RESISTANCE

& &

2
=]

HIONEZAM G
%

o

0 0
'llML (RN

CARBON STORAGE OVER TIME

P

9 200 4«0 0600 0w 100D 1D
TUME (anom)

e "‘N ‘f o

l_l-f g ¥ N

" | BIOSWALE/STREETSIDE PLANTER

« [ wiEereroM  Roor BIOFILTRATION  INFILTRATION
ll  STREET | UPTAKE |\ oanns

3 Pt

a

&

CORET D)
o % &

ROOT CROWN/FLARE , | 0O
BASE STABILIZATION & kA - " B () cooLER

OPTIMIZED STORMWATER STRESS DlSTHlBUTI S —— | N\ ~ ‘;‘;- | '_Lf_:_'_ ' :_'"' % o S
CAPTUREZONE i g N\ pE— T I —.
—— ” \ 3 ) ";‘tx By e \ A = ;1,'." .v -
R CRITICAL ROOT ZONE e eTiRT RS _ CoMcRETE R
PERMEABLE SOIL R N WATERLINE 7 . STRUCTURAL SOIL SYSTEM
e m— g5 7L e ot
o : Pt ; //// b ELECTRICAL CONDUIT ?ggw%mﬁ%%é%m&
y T |\ FINE ROOTS / & ENABLING TREE GROWTH AND

p [./(ﬂ:\n%;\ »| /< WATER & NUTRIENT ABSORPTION "\ GROUNDWATER TABLE
Mycu\l;rihlzal Fﬁngi " /  SOIL REINFORCEMENT mfl\_zaﬁg{r?nmooqr =UTILITY , GROUNDWATER RECHARGE
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THE DURL-NETWORK APPROACH

Balancing Hard Engineering Capabillities with Natural Utility Performance
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Photo Location: Unity Point
w7 Photo credit: Hannah Bagley




THE DUAL-NETWORK APPROACH

THE SEPARATE MS4 SYSTEM

STREET RUNOFF
(COLLECTED)

~85%

INFILTRATION
DISCHARGE

~10%

Topsoll "\ pervious R ki
PAVEMENT V |V
(OPTION) 4

: SOIL INFILTRATION
Subsoll ' (LIMITED)

STORMWATER SANITARY  DISCHARGE ‘ STORMWATER DISCHARGE
Bedrock SEWER SYSTEM SEWER SYSTEM  ~85% TO WATERWAYS

(MS4) ‘

SEPARATE MS4 PERFORMANCE SANITARY WASTE w0

Stormwater System  Sanitary System TO WASTEWATER &Lﬁ
(Direct Discherge) (Treatment) TREATMENT PLANT —® %0

-—

Stormwater Discharge Sanitary Waste Fiow
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THE DUAL-NETWORK APPROACH

o DD | o ‘ < ) I 7 ' /
" g g BENK A = &
I Bxs ’d > ) s =5 <
-~ e - : -y I 3 - .

PEAK FLOW REDUCTION:
Up to 62% reduction in

peak stormwater discharge
volumes during un-bypassed
storm events (Southern

U.S. Regional Data).

CIENCY: 0%
surface footprint required—retains 100% of
pedestrian/vehicular pavement area while
delivering full C.3 bioretention credits.

| Fabric Liner

| Aggregate Base
o " Bedlng Layer Sip
~_{ Integratied |
B Fabric Liner Syster k.

Silva Cell Modules , ‘ . 1 o
~ (Filled with . | Wi " Integrated
BloretentlonSon 5 » : N Irrigation/Aeration

# ish

- -~

arge, Unscoo“mv%ellﬁtrgg B _ ; Healthy Tree Root System §
i : i S ST e Promoting Longevity)

S Nitrogen removal and 72% to
d 74% Total Phosphorus retention.

- » N r o, & y . - .
g )‘, - » ‘; . (s ) .:,‘ N . \-iq . J < ~ -
2 -~ - —t ~— 3 - )
: - N L 2 > e -
Q N - . . ~ - > S

- e D i .
Q Lo, deeproot
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TREES AS INFRASTRUCTURE

Stormwater management, cooling, walkability, and long-term value

oooooo

Photo Location: Downtown*Broad Street
, Photo credit:Hannah Bagley




E WATER VAPOR A .

A LIVING TREE AS A HYDRAULIC PUMP

THE COHESION-TENSION THEORY AND TRANSPIRATION PULL

ATER VA,
DISPERSION

\'
b.:’
o

7.’ - q' . e ) ’ 5 >
~ -’ R » - < ~\ \
Q ~

- - »
SRS

e

Ioght
A. EVAPORATION
((RCEVES)

3 TRUNK CROSS SECTION I
o : Taull

Atmospheric Pressu
Xylem Tension

Xglain T&rion
o S

v
()
S

re Vs,

O

10
(Wopative Preasaro)

| i

| b 4 — | ™ (Xylem)
Sapwood — Coheslon & Adheslon

DISPERSION
\\ ‘ \‘ -
\ O D,
I 5 E | CREATION OF
: f"‘"‘?“ .1 NECAFTIXEQEEIS)'SURE
TRANSPIRATION ¥ J 1 .
(Evaporatlve Pull) =
2. ROOT CROSS-SECTION
sc;Ie
=== (Kyiem) Water Transport
2. ROOT SYSTEM N ’
\ RGP «———— W. WATER UPTAKE
Depth \ \‘ \ \ p (Roots)
surface N !
data R
l GROUNDWATER WATER UPTAKE o G. GROUNDWATER
4 (Aquifer) (ROOTS) GROUNDWATER RECHARGE
Scoie (Aquifer)
D > N y

e < C. COHESION 8 ADHESION
Sapwood (Xylem Transport)
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*



-

[ PANEL 1: CANOPY AND LEAVES

actively control fiuld dynamics.
Solar energy drives transpiration,
generating negative pressure
(transpiration pull/tension).

Millions of microscopic valves (stomata)

TREES AS INFRASTRUCTURE

b Coheslon-Tension Theory
" of plant hydraulics

V\llatermmolechules tightly
cling throug ogen
boncﬁng._Unbrg}l,(deIn chain
of water in xylem vesseis
acts like a glant rubber
band stretching from root
to canopy. Sun powers this
mechanical suction
upward against gravity with
incredible physical force.

ST A 1

“| PANEL 4: SILVA CELL MITIGATION

FULLY MATURE

CANOPY TREE: | .~
Absorbe [/ SRS

10-150 gal/day.

'I:iqe ric:]ot - A
DOWNTOW et L
smesrscug D CIopos 9
TREE (in natural
conditions):
Pumps 10-50
gal/day during
season.
§00-1,5000

gal,yeer.

A%
, 7 A

QG ot G o |
\\\

THE CHALLENGE: ~

Pumps

10 80 gal/day
duﬁhg%itive

Season,

SIDEWALK BUCKLING ¢

Dense uncompacted urban soil
volume in limited space forces large,
structural roots to heave concrete
and pavers, creating hazards.

Biological Fracturing: Fine roots shattering compacted soll, cresting a

massive,

rewiing network of soli macropores. Turning ground into a

nalural un er?nound sponge to safoly hold, slow, filter, and infiltrate

mitiions of ga

lens-of starmwater into louol aqui(els. Trees actively

physically re-engineer and restructure the entire urban soll profile.

Intercepts/
Eveporaies

S00-1,300
gal/year.

Continuous, large,
uncompacted
soil volume

4-

for pavement
§ expansion joints

Silva Cell
Modular Frames
(Grid structure)

Rools are

contained and :
directed B .
downward within ~ “#7%
the cells, preventing
pavement heave

Safe root path
preserves
sidewalk brand
of gwonling

____integrity

Porous pavement
at surface allows
continuous
Infiftration >

. ]

Reduced need

A \.

Safe root path
_ reserves
sidewalk integrity

o ——

OPTIMAL URBAN TREE LONGEVITY
THROUGH SOIL HEALTH.

SILVA CELL TECHNOLOGY FOR OPTIMAL
GROWTH andCved| provmed )uben.oontuuis
healthy root expanslon, atlowing street trees to

maximum infrastructural benefiL Proper soil
conditions = healthier, more resilient trees.

(

wlg

e (& &
e O

TREES AS URBAN HYDRAULIC UTILITV

Active, solar-powered biologlcal pumps re-engineering
soil for water processlog. Evttaoidinary blogineeriog,
Decentrallzed network pulling thousands of gallons

from overtaxed storm sewer system dally.

Tree with buckling  Sliva Cell Integraled lree

fve much longer, reach full maturity, and defiver

A2\ KEEPROME-FLOYD

sovens BEAUTIFUL

o CITY OF
G-E-O'R-G-1-A

—— RTRQBRDE



TREES AS INFRASTRUCTURE

S, .
[ PANEL 1: CANOPY AND LEAVES

Millions of microscopic valves (stomata)

actively control fiuld dynamics.

Solar energy drives transpiration,
enerating negative pressure

?transpiraﬁon pull/tension).

-
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—
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FULLY MATURE
CANOPY TREE:

Absorhs
10-150 gal/day.

DOWNTOWN
STREETSCAPE
TREE (with
Sliva Cell::
Pumps 10-50
gal/day during
Season.
500-1,5000
gal/year.

L2\ KEEPROME-FLOYD

_L—
2o BEAUTFUL.  ROME

RUNK CROSS-SECTION

A Cohesion-Tension Theory
y' of plant hydraulics

Water molecules tightly
cling through hydrogen
bonding. Unbroken chain
of water in xylem vessels
acts like a giant rubber
band stretching from root
to canopy. Sun powers this
mechanical suction
upward agalnst gravity with
incredible physical force.

b

PANEL 2: ROOT SYSTEM AND BIOLOGICAL SOIL RE-ENGINEERING

e
'(l’ I

1060 gal/d

gal/aay
during active
SEasoN.

Biological Fracturing: Fine roots shattering oomgracted soll, cresting a
masslve, sprewiing network of 8oii macropores. Turning ground into a
natural underground sponge to safely hold, slow, filter, and infltrate
milllons of gallans of starmwater into loual aqulfers. Trees actively
physlically re-engineer and restructure the entire urban soll profile.

%ﬁg
N o,
Q 0
N D

CITY OF

ROME

TREE BOARD

Intarcepts/
Evaporates
500-1,500

gal/year.

THROUGH SILVA CELL INTEGRATION

The Stiva Cell provides vest, uncompacted soil
velumas for hoallhy root oupansion, allowing
street trees to live much loriger, reach full maturity,
and deliver maximum infrastructural benefil.
Proper soll conditions = healthier, more resilient
trees.

TREES AS URBAN HYDRAULIC UTILITY
Active, solar-powered hydraulic pumps processing
water for free. Extraordinary subsurpa
Decentralized network pulling thousands of gallons
from overtaxed storm sewer system dally.

ce englneering.




LEGAGY & LEADERSHIP

The Human Capital and Innovative Thinking Driving Our Living Utility
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LEGACY & LEADERSHIP

» 36 Years as a Tree City USA: Proudly
recoghized by the Arbor Day
Foundation since 1990.

CITY OF ROME, GA: COMMUNITY CREDENTIALS & ASSETS

——— _, 9
SINCE 1990) @ N

« Active State Partnership: Core 2®) TREE CITY USA (

AL 1 SRR <% ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST STAFF
Council, unlocking technical | { & TRAQ CERTIFIED =T e—— QY

TREE CITY USA

. . .

SSSSSSS

forestry grants and planning
assistance.

« Community-Led Governance: The
Rome Tree Board meets bi-monthly
at the Rome-Floyd ECO Center to
oversee public right-of-ways.

« The Living Legacy: Transition of our
: historic Memorial Arboretum to the

<} GA UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT
CODE (ULDC) COMPLIANCE

£<Y URBAN FORESTRY MASTER PLAN

«m» DEDICATED TREE BOARD

» @ INTEGRATED MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS

36-YEAR PARTNERSHIP: TREE CITY USA

GEORGIA “\" 5
TREE COUNCIL MEMBER

(W) GEORGIA TREE COUNCIL MEMBER

PUBLIC ENVIRONMENTAL
WORKS

PLANNING ENGINEERING

cccccc
A“\‘w



LEGAGY & LEADERSHIP

pton, City of Rome Street Depa

/2 KEEP ROME-FLOYD

soverss BEAUTIFUL

CITY OF

TREE BOARD



LEGACY & LEADERSHIP

:

_over 90 years of experince

Chad Hampton

City Street Department Director
SA Certitfied
20 Years

Ernest Watson

City Municipal Arborist
ISA Certitfied/ TRAQ Certified
25 Years

Seth Hawkins

Georgia Forestry Commission
Urban & Communtiy Forest
Coordinator

ISA Certitfied/ TRAQ Certified
11 Years

John Hendrickson
John Hendrickson
Tree Board Chairman
Retired Forester of
40 years
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Integrating green infrastructure into master plans and development

.......

| Photo Location: ...,
cav: Photo credit: Hannah Bagley




PLANNING FOR RESILIENCE SUCGGESS and GHALLENGES

TRANSITIONING TO "GREEN-FIRST" MASTER PLANNING:

oooooo

THE GREEN-FIRST SITE REVIEW PIPELINE =
PHASE 1 PHASE 2: PHASE 3: P
FOUNDATION ECO-SITE REVIEW GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE DST-Q
Goal Setting & Analysis & VISIONING DESIGN PRO
’f: Q kaf&c;;\ ( l ‘:\‘L_' @ T— . =
P— | Eco- SITE il J o8 | Gr 18 & W | ere-aee ICATION 6% ONITO I
[ m e Wal w1 e
-w&?”‘?lﬂ . ‘\a?:"o_v‘ ATIoN
I ,-"""— RENVIRONMEN - z e eTEN CET Oy —~
Jnszune  PROPOSED ::{' X °_.. 0
\) @ - '
s,w,.'vyll' v = NATED ONDITIONA
Y I J ; APPROVAL 7 /4
s : &= MANAGEMENT | /4=
° \j . f —~°)

KEEP ROME-FLOYD Q‘%%
BEAUTIFUL R@ME OoSES

GEEZQHREGHTEA ROME
—--._,—
T o———— TRQ BBBBB
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TRAILS, GREENWAYS &
GCOMMUNTIY CONNECTIVITY

ooooo

Photo Location: ...,
a2 Photo credit: Hannah Bagley



TRAILS, GREENWAYS & COMMUNITY
GCONNECTIVITY

5e TRAILHEADS
AdventHealth

Redmond AdventHealth ECO CENTER

- ” o MAIN TRAILHEAD
W v 393 RIVERSIDE PKWY
W T = |
2 . " GREENWAY MOUNT BERRY
* |Increase quality of life e corGN WY

. - . KINGFISHER
* Improve pedestrian connectivity to * .

' SILVER CREEK

downtown and the larger Rome _
3 DOWNTOWN ROME
community

TRIBUNE ST

' ADVENTHEALTH

STADIUM

° Im p Ffove d own t own acC t i V i ty ~. T ARMUCHEE CONNECTOR

* Increased health benefits, including " A\ —= A

RIVER/CREEK

7
‘ % f/” - I  PARK/GREENSPACE
8
I I I e I It a e a t ' L ' TRAILHEADS
; FAE
- & O POINT OF INTEREST
ﬁ \WELCOME CENTER
[ rarking BIKE STATION
(D restroom RESTAURANT

DOGPARK  [E RVPARKING

PicNic TABLES [E§ BOAT Dock

PARTNERS MAP DESIGNED BY

PSR U
ROME (@) (4!

T EE——




TRAILS, GREENWAYS & GOMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY
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Explore Georgia 2024 Spending and
Economic Impact: Floyd County
$149.9 Million total visitor spending
2.4% - share of jobs directly sustained
by visitor spending in the County
Visitors generated $12.2 million in state
and local taxes
$19.2 of the $149.9 million spent on
recreation
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GOST BENEFIT ANALYSIS

Understanding the Long-Term Economic, Environmental, and Community
Value of Green Infrastructure
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GOST BENEFIT ANALYSIS

Systematic process used to compare
the total expected costs of a project
against the expected benefits.

THE LONG-TERM FINANCIAL IMPACT: INVESTING IN GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PAYS OFF

LOWER INFRASTRUCTURE REDUCED FLOOD LOWER OPERATION & .  STRONGER PROPERTY
COSTS , DAMAGE MAINTENANCE COSTS A&*\ VALUES

Less runoff means smaller, Fewer and less severe K

less costly stormwater pipes, floods protect homes,

Green infrastructure has N Greener, healthier
detention basins, and businesses, roads, and

lower long-term maintenance f $_I ! N neighborhoods are more
treatment systems. : critical infrastructure. gray infrastructure. ‘ work, and invest. quality of life.

,42\

HEALTHIER, MORE
RESILIENT COMMUNITY |
Clean water, green spaces,

and resilient systems reduce
future costs and improve

ga

costs compared to traditional attractive places to live,

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE IS AN INVESTMENT IN OUR COMMUNITY TODAY FOR A MORE RESILIENT, AFFORDABLE, AND THRIVING TOMORROW.
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ADD INFO FROM SETRH’S
TREE BOARD
DISCUSSION
LINKS TO THE STUDIES
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IMPORTANCE OF GOOD
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING
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IMPORTANGE OF GOOD IINFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING

* Improve the aesthetic appearace of
downtown

» Attract private investment

* Improve accessibility and
pedestrian connectivity

* Increase local dollars spent in the
community

* Increased dollars downtown
creates opportunity for more jobs

» Better quality of life

* Connect downtown to larger
community

* Create shade, especially during
warmer months

* Reduce heat islands
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IMPORTANGE OF GOOD INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING

— ," & -
‘:T‘* /'*-_ - - Distressed
- do ‘ ntown“ _ “ Census Tract 103

Distressed Census 7/ _ : % » A X3
Tract 104 ¢ 207 =5 - B ’ ‘
X/ S Proposed Lankford Center |
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How Short-Term Decisions Create Long-Term Infrastructure Challenges
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GCONSEQUENGES OF POOR PLANNING




GCONSEQUENGES OF POOR PLANNING

* Economic costs
o businesses closing, higher
vacancy rate, loss of jobs
* Public Health Issues
 Reduced Quality of Life
o Enviornmental damage
o Increased flooding
o Urban Heat Island Effect
o Biodiversity Loss
o Poor Air Quality and Water
Quality
o Higher Health Risks
o Reduced Mental Well-Being
Higher Infrastructure Costs
* Greater Disaster Losses
* Lower Property and Investment
Appeal
 Reduced Community Cohesion
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Funding the Future

Grants, partnerships, phased implementation, and building communtiy capacity
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FUNDING THE FUTURE

Deadline
Reason
Eligible

Attinable
Match




FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Trail/Recreation/Connectivity Projects

» Perrow Park Redevelopment Project:

$1,000,000 (Jasper)

e Goodyear Trail: $200,000

(Cedartown)

« Walker Rocks Trail Remediation:

$200,000 (Walker County)

* Pentz & Cuyler Street Corridor
Improvement Project: $2,000,000
(Dalton)

« John Ross Commons Playground:
$387,000 (Rossville)
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Building resilient communities through long-term stewardship and planning
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PROTECTED AREAS

www.reallygreatsite.com

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

GLOBAL INITIATIVES




Conclusion

www.reallygreatsite.com




THANK YOU FOR ATTENTION

In Rome, green infrastructure is not simply about
beautification — it is about protecting our waterways,
strengthening resilience, preserving our community
forest, and investing in the long-term health of the
places we call home.

@ hbagley@romega.us | sbishop@romega.us

romega.us

W 706.236.4456 | 706.236.5025

romega.us
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